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Mara’s Homemade
The Levi family ran the popular
neighborhood spot Java N Jazz, which
was forced to close because of ridicu-
lous rent increases; instead of crying in
their coffee, the Levis moved to the
East Village and opened a much more
ambitious restaurant that the new com-
munity has been quick to embrace.

Rabbi Joy Levitt
Director of Programming, JCC in
Manhattan

Rabbi Levitt has spearheaded the
development of the expansive Jewish
Community Center, which combines
art and culture with sports and work-
outs while also opening its doors to un-
derserved youth.

Les Lieber
Jazzman

For nearly 40 years, alto sax and
pennywhistle player Lieber has been
jamming nearly every Friday at noon
with such cool cats as Dick Hyman,
Paquito D'Rivera, and Milt Hinton for
free at Café St. Bart's.

Bill Liederman

Margaret Maxwell
Author, Teacher,
Town

She may be 90, but that hasn’t
stopped former NYU professor Dr.
Maxwell from writing a social history
of the Ukraine, reviewing books, trans-
lating Russian poetry, taking in the
opera, ballet, and theater, and repre-
senting the modern independent

Woman About

Daniela Mendelsohn
Founder, Artworks, Naomi Cohain
Foundation

After watching her teenage cousin
die from bone cancer, Mendelsohn
formed Artworks, a nonprofit organi-
zation that holds “Express Yourself” ex-
hibits featuring art created by children
representing tristate-area hospitals.

Idina Menzel
Actress, Wicked

In her role as the Wicked Witch of the
West, Menzel is anything but evil in this
new musical; an NYU grad, she has a
knockout voice that has earned her raves
for her performance, even if she does
have ta fiirn oreon civ nichte a waal
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