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BY MARIA KELLY

WHEN Daniela Mendelsohn’s

# cousin, Naomi, lost her battle with
* bone cancer in February 1995,

Daniela had no idea that one day her

' life would be dedicated to honoring

Naomi’s memory. Mendelsohn, who

i grew up in Englewood and graduated

from New York University in 2000,
always aspired toward a life of busi-
ness and power.

However, as with many
Americans, the events of 9/11
touched her in a way that made her
reevaluate her life. As Mendelsohn
reflected on her own life, she began
thinking about her cousin’s final
wish: that her family and friends
remember her always. She remem-
bered Naomi’s creativity and the art-
work that brought her a great sense
of comfort throughout her treatment.

Soon after, Mendelsohn began
working with family friend and
Naomi’s oncologist, Dr. Michael
Harris, to draft a mission statement
for ArtWorks. In April 2002, after
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she quit her job as an associate for an
Internet company, Mendelsohn estab-
lished ArtWorks: The Naomi Cohain

Foundation, an organization designed
to recognize and promote the healing
powers of the arts.

“I think that one of the reasons I
started ArtWorks was that Naomi
was incredibly artistic and I remem-
ber seeing the role that art played
throughout her illness, how she really
turned to it for coping,” recalls
Mendelsohn.

ArtWorks stands as a testament to
Naomi’s greatest passion — the art
that served as both an emotional out-
let and a source of comfort. The
foundation established Express
Yourself, a creative and performing
art exhibition program that features
the works of children and young
adults suffering from life-threatening
and chronic illnesses. ArtWorks wel-
comes the artistic endeavors of these
children and their siblings, recogniz-
ing that art creates an essential
escape from the reality of hospitals
and treatment. Currently, over 20

Pediatric patients throughout the area have the opportunity to artistically express themselves at ArtWorks.

hospitals and 600 children perform in
the Express Yourself exhibitions
which take place annually in New
York and New Jersey.

“I'm so proud to see the response
to the program by the children, their
families and the hospital staff and to
see what it has given so many of
these children and their families. I'm
especially proud that we can give
these kids that moment to feel like
they"re on top of the world,” says
Mendelsohn.

In the future, Mendelsohn hopes
that ArtWorks can fund art therapy
positions in hospitals that are without
trained specialists. For now, the
organization is working to start a pro-
gram that will provide art supplies to
hospitals to fulfill the foundation’s
ultimate goal. &

To learn more about ArtWorks,
call 201-608-0146. ArtWorks is
located at 15 Engle Street, Suite
100B, Englewood.
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