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'Life's Imponderables, a Heartwarming Lesson
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And how about those trains that are
scheduled but never actually show up at all?
Stop, yer Killin’ me!

Conclusion: Maybe it’s just the particular
trains I ride, but this 15-minutes-here, an-
hour-there stuff has become a daily occur-
rence. Something needs to be done. How
about this: Instead of paying when you get
on the train, pay when you get off. Deduct $1
from the fare for each minute late; once you
hit zero, the tab starts running in the other
direction and the ticket-taker pays you.

Time Study No. 3: How long can a nice
idea stick in a teenager’s head? Eight years,

Nancy Doniger

it turns out, long enough for that teenager to
grow into an adult able to take the idea and
do something with it. :

It was eight years ago that Daniela Men-
delsohn watched her 15-year-old cousin, Na-
omi Cohain, fade away from bone cancer de-
spite the best efforts of doctors at Hacken-
sack University Medical Center. Ms. Men-
delsohn was just a teenager herself, but she
was struck by Naomi’s vibrant approach to
life and courageous approach to death.

“The more time that goes by, the more she
becomes just a faded memory,” Ms. Mendel-
sohn said. “I didn’t want that to happen.”

That is why this afternoon several hun-
dred people are expected to gather at the
Montclair Art Museum for Express Your-
self New Jersey, in which dozens of children
and young adults with cancer or other seri-
ous illnesses will get a chance to show off
their artistic and performing talents. Ms.
Mendelsohn organized the event through
ArtWorks: The Naomi Cohain Foundation, a
nonprofit organization she founded in mem-
ory of her cousin, who had an artistic streak.

Patients from seven New Jersey hospitals
will have artwork on display or will per-
form, as will some of their healthy siblings.
(Afterward, some of the art will go on dis-
play at Montclair State University.) Today’s
audience will be family members, friends
and caregivers, though Ms. Mendelsohn said

that if a few members of the general public
wander in, they’ll be welcome.

One performer they’ll see is Peter Brem-
berg of Short Hills, who is a time study him-
self — a study in how much difference a
year can make. Last year at this time Mr.
Bremberg was an athletic college student.
Now he’s a 20-year-old with osteosarcoma, a
bone cancer, in his left leg. He has recently
undergone rotationplasty, a surgical recon-
struction that is painful even to think about,
involving rotating the leg, as far as I can
tell, 180 degrees and making the ankle do
what the knee used to. :

Amid the chemotherapy and surgery of
recent months he has somehow learned the
guitar, which he will be playing today, per-
forming with his younger brother. And here,
incredibly, is how he summed up his recent
experiences:

“Even though a lot of things have changed
during the last year, I feel like I’ve gained so
much.”

Conclusion: Our lives are so clogged with
prosperity that we have to line up to throw
our junk out, so clogged with work and other
not-especially-important activities that an
unreliable train system ruins entire days
and weeks. Not much to be thankful for
there. In the meantime, over at the Mont-
clair Art Museum today, some holiday per-
spective is being served.



