Naomi Cohain Foundation. The non-profit venture is
“dedicated to the establishment and support of creative
and performing art exhibitions that feature the work of
children and young adults suffering from life-
threatening and chronic illness.”

Mendelsohn says she was eager to do something to
memorialize her cousin because “the more that time
goes by, the more Naomi becomes a faded memory. |
didn’t want that to happen.”

Despite presenting her Gallatin senior colloquium
project on the topic of “risk taking,” the prospect of
starting the foundation was understandably daunting to
the recent graduate. Armed with only an idea, she
solicited the help of another individual influenced by









