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Gallatin Graduate Offers Sick Children a
Chance to Shine

By Jason Hollander

After being diagnosed with bone cancer in 1994, 14-
year—old Naomi Cohain traveled with her family from
Israel to undergo treatment at the Hackensack
University Medical Center in New Jersey. Daniela
Mendelsohn, then 16, only had seven months to get to
know her cousin who stayed at her house in
Englewood before she died, but the strength and
courage Cohain displayed during struggles with
operations and chemotherapy had a profound effect on
her.

Daniela Mendelsohn, left, with artist
. . Sari Field at the Montclair Art
Mendelsohn also witnessed the positive effects that Museum. Mendelsohn started

creative therapy had on her cousin who used art as an ArtWorks: The Naomi Cohain
emotional outlet and source of comfort during the most ~ Foundation only two years after
trying times of her battle with the disease. Mendelsohn &' Acting feom. Gallamn.
notes that even as Cohain’s strength ebbed, she
continued to create works to give as gifts to her friends
and family, many of whom were back in Israel.
NYU Creative Therapy:
The experience inspired Mendelsohn, Gallatin *00, to Research and Education
quit her “unfulfilling” job at an Internet company in
2002 and spearhead the creation of ArtWorks: The
Naomi Cohain Foundation. The non-profit venture is
“dedicated to the establishment and support of creative
and performing art exhibitions that feature the work of
children and young adults suffering from life-
threatening and chronic illness.”

Mendelsohn says she was eager to do something to
memorialize her cousin because “the more that time
goes by, the more Naomi becomes a faded memory. |
didn’t want that to happen.”

Despite presenting her Gallatin senior colloquium
project on the topic of “risk taking,” the prospect of
starting the foundation was understandably daunting to
the recent graduate. Armed with only an idea, she
solicited the help of another individual influenced by



March 28 at Cooper Union’s Great Hall.

“A lot of people don’t realize the tremendous value of
what creative art therapies can give to children,” says
Mendelsohn, who recalls the story of one patient who
was suffering from severe depression before the
promise of performing in the show drastically
improved his disposition. Another four-year-old girl
donned a new dress and pocketbook to attend one
show and stood glowing as guests took her picture and
admired her painting. She died two months later, and
her parents told Mendelsohn they were grateful that
they could always remember their daughter the way
she looked that night.

Harris says creative projects also prove beneficial to
those treating young patients. “It lets us get into the
hearts and minds of children, to better understand their
emotions with respect to the illness,” he told the
Bergen Record in a recent story on the foundation.

Mendelsohn was aided in her endeavor by the diverse
education she received at Gallatin where she focused
mostly on marketing and communications. Her studies
ran the gamut, including courses at the Stern School of
Business, the Steinhardt School of Education, the






