paint or perform. She can neither etch nor embroider. But, she can draw lines. She

sketched four of them to create ArtWorks: The Naomi Cohain Foundation. Because of
the foundation that memorializes her cousin, because of her vision, hundreds of children
with life-threatening and chronic illnesses have a golden opportunity to display and perform
their artistry. ArtWorks is a silver lining within their clouds.

Mendelsohn drew the first line during her freshman year at New York University. She
was routinely nervous before exams. Her palms would sweat as her hands shook, until one
day with an empty blue book in front of her, with pages to fill and her heart racing, she
remembered Naomi was only 15 years old when she died two years earlier. “I wasn’t dealing
with what she faced. She would have done anything to be in college taking that test. The
thought calmed me and gave me perspective; there are times to worry and there is a time
to draw the line.” Her hands never shook again.

Daniela Mendelsohn is not an artist, at least not in the conventional sense. She doesn’t
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