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Art ‘works’ to inspire 9-year-old
fighting leukemia

By Chris Neidenberg

REPORTER

CARLSTADT — Thanks to
the ArtWorks foundation of
Englewood, art indeed
“works” in inspiring Marie
Quintana, 9, to persevere at a
critical time in her early life.

The Washington School
fourth grader can use all the
inspiration she can as she
undergoes periodic
chemotherapy to conquer
acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
ArtWorks, an initiative of the
Naomi Cohain Foundation,
has assisted Quintana by pro-
viding a creative forum to help
her cope with this difficult
period.

The demands her condi-
tion pose have forced
Quintana to miss school,
reduce playtime with friends
and undergo a battery of med-
ical treatments to drive the
blood cancer into remission.

Combined with emotional
support from a caring staff at
Hackensack University
Medical Center, as well as her
teachers, classmates and fami-
ly, ArtWorks has been there
these past two years in lending
Marie a helping — and cre-
ative — hand.

The Naomi Cohain
Foundation, formed in 2002,
is supported by donations and
grants in helping sick children
at 22 New York and New Jersey
hospitals. Cohain, a 15-year-
old HUMC patient, died of
bone cancer in 1995, but used
artistic expression as a means
for helping sustain her emo-
tionally. Her cousin, Daniela
Mendelsohn, serves as execu-
tive director and launched the
organization in her memory.
The defining moment of the
entire ArtWorks experience is
the foundation’s annual
“Express Yourself-NJ” festival,
launched in 2005. It celebrates
the lives of young people fac-
ing the challenges posed by
their serious medical condi-
tions. Quintana participated
in her second show Nov. 12 at
the Montclair Art Museum.

The event promotes the
creativity of critically and
chronically ill children and
teens. In a loving atmosphere,
these children showcase their
talents before audience mem-
bers who have helped them
every step of the way. The festi-
val helps them celebrate their
lives via a variety of different
forums. They include draw-
ings, paintings, dramatic and
musical presentations or read-
ing poetry. In between the
annual shows, ArtWorks looks
for other galleries where the
displays can be appreciated.

For the past event,
Quintana offered two distinct
works among 85 featured.
One was a magic marker-
sketched brown and green for-
est-type scene. It shows a row
of six trees standing within tall
grass and includes two yellow-
colored animals. The other
was a hand-crafted, purple-col-
ored house, sculpted from
brown paper machete. The
house depicts a finely-detailed
room scene showing some fur-
nishings while set against a col-
orful mural.

“It just gives them a day
they can look forward to and
be excited about,” said
Mendelsohn, whose organiza-
tion holds a similar yearly
event for New York children at
New York University. “Marie
got to show her love of art, and
her efforts were very much
appreciated by her family and
friends, as well as art therapists
and some social workers.”

Quintana’s mom, Simone
Miller, said the family is
upbeat that her daughter will
make a full recovery, as she is
now in remission (no progres-
sion of cancer cells). Yet, she
cautioned that her daughter
will require continued
(though less intensive) moni-
toring for an indefinite peri-
od.



ed getting better,” Miller
added. “Thank God she start-
ed showing the signs so early
or we might not have caught
it. If we had not done anything
past three months (of onset),
her prognosis could have been
very poor.”

Miller noted that Marie
enjoys “a more normal life”
than two years ago, as she can
more regularly attend school,
and needs spinal taps (to
extract spinal fluid) every
three months compared to the
monthly treatments initially
required.

shine in sharing their cre-
ations and feelings.

“Marie definitely plans on
being there for her third
ArtWorks event,” said her
mom, who also credits her

showed any inclination of
wanting to perform in public.

“She’s learning the flute
right now in school, and I
think (playing the flute) will
be a positive step up,” Miller

added. “This will open a whole
new world for her.”

For more information, see
www.artworksfounation.org or
write to ArtWorks, The Naomi
Cohain Foundation, 15 Engle
St., Suite 100B, Englewood, NJ
07631.



